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The Storms of Life   
(Acts 27:18+20) 

We were being pounded by the 
storm so violently that on the next 
day they began to throw the cargo 
overboard… When neither sun nor 
stars appeared for many days, and 
no small tempest raged, all hope of 
our being saved was at last aban-
doned.  
This section of the newsletter is 
called “From the Pastor’s heart”. 
And so, I’d like to share with you a 
passage from a wonderful book 
called “How to survive a shipwreck: 
help is on the way and love is al-
ready here”, 2016, by Jonathan 
Martin, that really touched my 
heart and helped me. I hope it can 
do the same for you… 

“It is possible to fail, and not have 
our faith fail us. It is possible to 
lose our lives, and not lose our 
souls. The master teacher taught 
us himself that it is only in losing 
our lives – in their ego pretensions 
and posturing, in their careful im-
age constructions and neediness – 
that this richer, deeper, “below-the
-surface” life can be found. This is 
the life hidden with Christ in God, 
where almost anything can happen 
at the top of things without dis-
rupting the grace that lies in the 
bottom of the sea in you. This is the 
place in the depths where you can 
be cut off from your very self (as 

you understood it), and from the 
name your father gave you, and 
from the place where you grew up, 
and from the tribe that gave you 
language, and from the story that 
gave you meaning – only to find 
that nothing can separate you from 
the love of God.  

When the storm is still brewing 
over the waters, and the sky sick-
ens into an ominous grey-black, 
and you feel the electric charge in 
the air on your very skin, inevitably 
the question comes: Will I survive 
this? Can I make it through the 
storm that is coming (whatever 
sent it here, and however it came)? 

And of course, there are many 
storms fierce enough to toss you, 
throw you, destabilize you, and 
scare you that do not result in ship-
wreck. Some storms last only for 
the night; some pockets of violent 
air are only turbulence. But some 
storms are more violent, more re-
lentless, more exacting. Some 
winds will not be calmed; some 
floods will not be dammed until 
they have their way with you… The 
storms that come will test us all, 
and it is entirely possible one 
comes to you that will end in your 
failure before the wind and waves 
recede. But the Spirit in the wind 
whispers the words of Jesus again, 
inserting your own name for Si-
mon’s: ‘I have prayed for you that 

From the Pastor’s Heart 
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your own faith may not fail – and 
even grow stronger through your 
failure.’  

The good news is, you are not go-
ing to die. The bad news is, the 
boat that has been carrying you – 
the vessel that has taken you from 
port to port, place to place, the 
strong and stable boat that made 
you feel safe on all the oceans 
you’ve sailed thus far – the boat 
will be lost. They were not going to 
lose their lives, but they were going 
to lose the boat. (Acts 27)  

Losing the boat is no small thing. 
To lose the boat is to lose the 
ground beneath your feet, the sto-
ries you told yourself and others, to 
lose what protected you from all 
the elements before. To lose the 
boat is to lose everything that kept 
you afloat before, to be thrown into 
the vast and merciless sea now 
alone, with nothing left to protect 
you from its moody tides, the blaz-

ing sun above it, or the black-eyed 
creatures that lurk beneath it. You 
can lose your boat, lose your house 
with all the pictures inside it, lose 
your job, lose your most defining 
relationship.  
- And still not lose you.  
- And still not lose your soul. 
- And still not lose your faith.  

Make no mistake: You will be 
stripped down in the shipwreck. 
But you will not be lost. While I 
would not recommend a shipwreck 
to anyone, any more than I would 
recommend cancer, car accidents, 
or the plague, I can yet attest to a 
mysterious truth I have since heard 
over and over from people who 
have survived their own ship-
wrecks: On the other side of them, 
there is a stronger, deeper, richer, 
more integrated life. That on the 
other side of the storm that tears 
you to pieces is a capacity to love 
without doubt, to live without fear, 

From the Pastor’s Heart 



 LUTHERAN PORT ELIZABETH  June / July 2018  4

 

heart and soul into…. 

I cannot tell you with any degree of 
confidence that you will not fail 
your test. I cannot tell you with any 
degree of certainty that your ship 
is going to make it out in one 
piece… I can only align myself with 
the greater wisdom of the Teacher 
and of his apostle and tell you that 
even though you might fail – 
utterly – your faith does not have 
to. I can tell you that even if the 
ship does not survive, you will. “ 
Storms come… Take heart; Jesus says: ”I 
have prayed for you.”  (pg. 32-35) 

The “Belltower” Project 

At the Special General Meeting held on 25 
February 2018, it was agreed that the congre-
gation is asked for additional donations to be 
used for: Repaying the outstanding debt to the 
Cape Church, repaying the Congregation’s Car 
Loan and getting funds for the congregation’s  
5-Year Maintenance Project. 

Received by  Target  2018 
Medium Term Loan Project 

20.05.2018  R 5,920 R 41,250 

Maintenance Project 
20.05.2018  R 4,050 R 14,000  

 Car Loan Project.  
20.05.2018  R 330 R 25,000  

 

to be something infinitely more 
powerful than the man or woman 
you were before it happened. Al-
most nobody who survives a ship-
wreck would ever sign up to do it all 
over again, a second time. Nobody 
can exactly say they were glad it 
happened. And yet repeatedly, I 
hear people say the same remarka-
ble thing – that they also under no 
circumstances would choose to go 
back and be the person they were 
before. Nobody would choose to 
lose the loved one all over again to 
the unexpected illness, or lose the 
job they trained for years to get, or 
lose the relationship they invested 

From the Pastor’s Heart 
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News from the Office of the Bishop 

Something to reflect on. 

At the Partnership Consultation of 
the ELM (Hermansburg Mission) 
(21-28 April 2018 in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil), with the title PMission and 
Vision 2030Q, Rev M Thiel, the di-
rector of ELM, used the symbolism 
of the Hoberman sphere ball as a 
demonstration to explain the aim 
and purpose of the organization in 
its quest to 
further mis-
sion in a glo- 
bal context.  
The sphere 
ball, with its 
many colours 
and its ability 
to expand 
and to shrink 
through 
movement, is a suitable and 
intriguing tool to reflect on our 
calling to go and make disciples of 
all nations (Mat.28).  
In its constant search to re-define 
how mission responds in relevant 
and Christ-centered ways the ELM 
reaches out (expands) through its 
partner churches to gain a world-
wide perspective and then to inter-
nalize (shrink) and re-strategize 
and then to go out again. Its mis-
sional endeavour is shaped by con-
tinuous ecumenical and contextual 
learning. In this way a transforming 

discipleship is shaping the church.  
A key question for us now is: what 
role do we play in the journey God 
is on with and through His church? 
What colour do we add as we 
reach out and come back home to 
be equipped and strengthened to 
reach out and make a difference? 
What God is up to, is and will re-
main a constant in our striving to 
live and serve as His body. 
Partnership Missional Churches  

and Listening Process 
In the last communication refer-
ence was made to the “6 Disrup-
tive Missional Practices”. These 
help us to create new habits in our 
being church. Many congrega-
tions have focussed on and grown 
through “Dwelling in the Word”. 
God, through His life-giving word, 
not only feeds us, but also equips 
us to go out and make disciples. 
I would encourage that now the 
focus on “Dwelling in the World” is 
increasingly part of our habit in 
being church. So link up with other 
local churches in your area and 
ask together with them: what is 
God up to? Together notice how 
God is at work in the life of 
ourselves and others. Together 
seek to know the people God is 
sending us to, so that together we 
share kingdom principles. 
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Cross and Cloth   Kreuz und Tuch 

News from the Office of the Bishop 

 
 
 

CCW 
Vicar Matome Sadiki has passed 
the Second Theological Exam in 
Hannover, Germany. We congratu-
late him on this achievement.  
He and his family will arrive in mid-
June. He will start his ministry at the 
Church of the Cross, Bellville in 
July.  He will be ordained for full-

time ministry on 22 July 2018 in 
Bellville. More details will be 
shared closer to the time. 

ELCSA (Cape Church)  
We have a new webpage!  
http://
dev.mistakenfortrees.co.za/
capechurch/  
Use it and share the news.  
If you find any mistakes or have a 
contribution, let us know at  

The cross stands not 
only for death, but also 
for the hope of resur-
rection, the faith and 
the kingdom of God. 
The white linen cloth 
on the cross during the 
Easter cycle of the 
church year describes 
the cloth that was used 
to lift Jesus off the 
cross,  which  was then 
wrapped around his body for burial. 
Since Easter the grave is empty and 
so is the cloth that Jesus’s body 
was wrapped in. Therefore, the 
white linen cloth on the cross 
proclaims that new life bursts forth 
from death and the grave and death 
has lost its power. We celebrate 
new life that comes through and out 
of death!  

Das Kreuz steht 
nicht nur für den 
Tod, sondern auch 
für die Hoffnung auf 
die Auferstehung, 
dieses drückt das 
mit dem Tuch ge-
schmückte Kreuz 
aus .  Das am Kreuz 
angebrachte weiße 
Leintuch deutet auf 
das   Tuch,  das   zur  

Kreuzabnahme Jesu und zu seiner 
Grablegung benutzt wurde. Seit 
Ostern ist das Grab leer und 
ebenfalls das Leintuch. Das weiße 
Leintuch am Kreuz verkündigt al-
so, dass neues Leben vom Kreuz 
und Grab hervorgebrochen - und 
dem Tod die Macht genommen ist. 
Wir feiern neues Leben aus dem 
Tod!  
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Dear Friends!   
Scripture teaches us about the im-
portance of prayer and invites us to 
pray for ourselves and for others, 
especially fellow believers and 
leaders.  We would like to continue 
in actively praying for one another 
in the form of prayer cards. Every 
one of us needs prayer! 

The initiative requires that every 
participant is prepared to spend a 
short time in his/her daily quiet time 
praying for a congregation member. 
The following can be used as a 
guide when we pray for others, es-
pecially those congregation mem-
bers we do not know very well or 
hardly even know at all.   

� Be thankful for their faith and 
changed lives (Colossians 1:3)  

� Ask God to help them know what 
he wants them to do  
(Colossians 1:9)  

� Ask God to give them deep spir-
itual understanding  
(Colossians 1:9)  

� Ask God to help them live for Him 
(Colossians 1:10)  

� Ask God to give them strength 
for endurance   
(Colossians 1:11)  

� Ask God to fill them with joy, 
strength and thankfulness 
(Colossians 1:11)  

We pray that many will take part in 
this initiative.  
Yours in Christ,  Anja  

 

Prayer Cards   Gebetskarten 

Liebe Freunde!   
Die Bibel lehrt uns die Wichtigkeit 
des Gebets und lädt uns ein, für 
uns selbst und für andere zu be-
ten, besonders für Mitgläubige 
und Leiter. Wir möchten weiterhin 
aktiv in Form von Gebetskarten 
füreinander beten. Jeder von uns 
braucht das Gebet!  

Die Initiative erfordert, dass jeder 
Teilnehmer bereit ist, eine kurze 
Zeit in seiner täglichen stillen Zeit, 
für ein Gemeindemitglied zu be-
ten. Das Folgende kann als Orien-
tierungshilfe dienen, wenn wir für 
andere beten, vor allem für jene 
Gemeindemitglieder, die wir nicht 
sehr gut oder gar nicht kennen.  

� Sei dankbar für ihren Glauben 
und verändertes Leben  
(Kolosser 1: 3)  

� Bittet Gott, ihnen zu zeigen, 
was er von ihnen erwartet  
(Kolosser 1: 9)  

� Bittet Gott, ihnen tiefes geistli-
ches Verständnis zu geben 
(Kolosser 1: 9)  

� Bittet Gott, ihnen zu helfen, für 
Ihn zu leben (Kolosser 1:10)  

� Bittet Gott, ihnen Kraft und 
Ausdauer zu geben   
(Kolosser 1:11)  

� Bittet Gott, sie mit Freude, Kraft 
und Dankbarkeit zu erfüllen 
(Kolosser 1:11)  

Wir beten, dass viele an dieser 
Initiative teilnehmen werden.  
In Christus, eure Anja  
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June  Prayer Cards / Gebetskarten July  

1 June Geoff Andrews 

2 June Melita Bagshaw 

3 June Auke Brand 

4 June Joan Cairncross 

5 June Cyril Cairncross 

6 June Hildegard Dreier  

7 June Tara Dreier 

8 June Frank Dreier 

9 June Ursula Eichhoff 

10 June  Desmond Fillis 

11 June Gunter Froehlich 

12 June  Rudi Harmse 

13 June Thomas Jachens 

14 June Roswell Kivedo 

15 June Brunhilde Koch 

16 June Colin Lentz 

17 June Darren Lentz  

18 June  Bernd Maechtle 

19 June Wolfgang Paetzold  

20 June Hans Rohwer 

21 June Jutta Rohwer 

22 June Sonja Savini 

23 June Erica Tessendorf 

24 June  Winfred Tessendorf 

25 June  Linzi Thompson 

26 June  Aria Thompson 

27 June Blake Wright 

28 June  Nicole Wright 

29 June Janine Wright 

30 June  Susanne Zifreund  

1 July Ursula Angloher 

2 July Brian Arends 

3 July Branson Bosman 

4 July Gerd Bride 

5 July Anne Bride 

6 July Anthea Burger 

7 July Candice Burger 

8 July Lynn Cairncross 

9 July Merle Cairncross 

10 July Joy Cairncross 

11 July Albertus (Alie) Coetzer 

12 July Deanna Deutschmann 

13 July Marita Froehlich 

14 July Erwin Gehring 

15 July Jan-Hinrich Heineke 

16 July Hildegarde Kivedo 

17 July Michael Koch 

18 July Genia Lokotsch 

19 July Reinhard Mahlert 

20 July Henry Newman 

21 July Sydney Rudolph 

22 July Hans Schaberg 

23 July Christel Schaedler 

24 July Rosi Seifert 

25 July Mandy Septoe 

26 July Lionel Sonnenberger 

27 July Colleen Sonnenberger 

28 July Sharon Tessendorf 

29 July David Thompson 

30 July  Gabi Weder 

31 July Udo Weder 
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Notice Board   Anschlagbrett 
Planned 

Friday  1 June 2018  17:00 
-Saturday 2 June 2018  15:00 
Ladies Retreat   
Humbleways 
co-ordinator : 
Anthea Bürger   
083 709 7868 

Saturday  28 July 2018  14:00 
Café Bingo   
FUN(d)raiser event 
for the  whole family 
prizes for the winners 
co-ordinator : 
Reinhard Walle 
041 360 6769 

Saturday  25 Aug 2018  10:00  
Ladies Tea “Spring”  
R60 p/p 
co-ordinator: 
Carol Buschhold 
071 637 6372 

Saturday  3 Nov 2018  9:30 
Christmas Market 
Weihnachtsmarkt  
co-ordinator: 
Geoff Andrews 
083 287 4199 

Sunday  9 Dec 2018  11:00 
Carols, Coffee & Cake 
Second Advent 
co-ordinator: 
Anja Spiske 

Regular 

Weekly House Church 
Wednesday evenings   
at 19:00 
Combined: English / German 

Open Door 
Last Tuesday of each month  
 at 10:00 
co-ordinator: Marita Fröhlich 
041-360 3317 or 082 564 3409 

Young Adults 
Every 1st  Sunday of each month 
Coffee with GOD at 18:00 

Children’s Church 
All children are invited to our 
Children’s Services which will  
be held during English Divine 
Service on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month.  
Children are invited to stay in the 
Sanctuary during the sermon on 
other Sundays. 
co-ordinator : 
Elizabeth Köpke 083 232 6624 

Last Sunday of the month is 
Family Service and geared 
towards children too. 
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Divine Services  June 2018 Gottesdienste 

So. 03 Juni 2018 1. Sonntag nach Trinitatis 

 9:30 D Gottesdienst mit Abendmahl 
Jeremia 23,16-29  

 18:00 E Coffee with GOD 
Informal 

Su 10 June 2018 2nd Sunday after Trinity  

 9:30 E  Divine Service  with Baptism and Holy Communion 
1 Corinthians 14:1-3.20-25  

 

Su  17 June 2018 3rd Sunday after Trinity  

 09:30 E Divine Service  with Holy Communion 
1. John 1:5 to 2:6  

 

 
Su  24 June 2018 4th Sunday after Trinity  

 09:30 E Family  Service with Holy Communion 
1 Peter 3:8-15a (15b-17)  

  

Monatsspruch: 
Vergesst die Gastfreundschaft nicht 

denn durch sie haben einige,  
ohne es zu ahnen,  
Engel beherbergt. 

Hebräer 13,2 

Watchword for this month:  
Do not neglect to show hospitality 
to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.  
Hebrew 13:2 

Starting June 2018 we will celebrate only one service on the third 

Sunday of the month. Start at 9:30, alternating in English or German.  

English: June, August, October, December 



June / July  2018   LUTHERAN PORT ELIZABETH   11

 

Divine Services  July 2018 Gottesdienste 
Watchword for this month 
Sow for yourselves righteousness; 
reap steadfast love; 
break up your fallow ground; 
for it is time to seek the LORD, 
that he may come and rain  
righteousness upon you.  
Hosea 10:12 

Monatsspruch:  
Säet Gerechtigkeit und  

erntet nach dem Maße der Liebe!  
Pflüget ein Neues, solange es Zeit 

ist, den HERRN zu suchen,  
bis er kommt und Gerechtigkeit  

über euch regnen lässt! 
Hosea 10,12 

So. 01 July  2018 5. Sonntag nach Trinitatis  

 9:30 D Gottesdienst mit Abendmahl 
1. Mose 12,1-4a  

 18:00 E Coffee with GOD 
Informal 

Su 08 July 2018 6th Sunday after Trinity 

 9:30 E Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Acts 8:26-39  

 

So 15. Juli 2018 7. Sonntag nach Trinitatis  

 9:30 D Gottesdienst mit Abendmahl 
Philipper 2,1-4  

 

 
Su 22 July 2018 8th Sunday after Trinity 

 09:30 E Divine Service with Holy Communion  
1 Corinthians 6:8-14.18-20  

 

Su 29 July 2018 9th Sunday after Trinity 

 09:30 E Family Service with Holy Communion  
Jeremiah 1:4-10  

Ab Juni 2018 wird am 3. Sonntag im Monat nur noch ein Gottesdienst  

gefeiert. Beginn um 9:30, abwechselnd in Englisch oder Deutsch. 

Deutsch: Juli, September, November 



 LUTHERAN PORT ELIZABETH  June / July 2018  12

 

Church Committee 2018   Kirchenvorstand  

Rev Anja Spiske 33 Luke Avenue, (Manse) Springfield   
 P.O. Box 5039  Walmer 6065 
 pastor@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-367 1986 H 072 734 9995 

Reinhard Walle 4 May Way  Sunridge Park 6045 
(Chairman) chairman@lutheran-pe.org    
  041-360 6769 H 063 685 0263 

Gerhard Fröhlich 63 Boundary Rd,  Morningside 6025 
(Treasurer) treasurer@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-360 3317 H 

Henry Newman 81 Villiers Road,  Walmer 6070 
(Membership) membership@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-581 3907 H 078 703 7003 

Auke Brand 78 Kabega  Road Vikingvale  6025 
 warden1@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-360 8881 083 232 6624 

Desmond Fillis 12 Speyers Road Walmer Downs 6070 
 warden4@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-367 2788 072 399 3574 

Elizabeth Köpke 33 Walker Gardens 
 Montrose Street Sherwood 6025 
 warden5@lutheran-pe.org  072 399 35 

Sheldine Septoe Unit 45, Pine Creek Villages Fairview 6070 
 warden3@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-367 5208 082 650 5576 

Sicilia Welcome 13 Loton Street  Young Park 6001 
 warden2@lutheran-pe.org   
 041-452 3095 082 862 8609 

Please make your payments to the 
church by means of a deposit into the 
church’s bank account or via electronic 
fund transfer (EFT) and provide your 
details under the reference section. 

Contributions, Donations  Kirchbeiträge, Spenden 

Verwenden Sie bitte für Zahlungen an 
die Kirche das untenstehende Bank-
konto (Einzahlungen am Schalter oder 
Überweisungen), als Referenz Namen 
und Verwendungszweck angeben. 

Bank: First National Bank, Branch Code: 211217 Walmer Branch 
Account: 534 200 32476 Account Name: Lutheran Church Springfield 
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Birthdays   Geburtstage  

 01-Jun David Breitfeld 

 02-Jun Werner Krieg 

 05-Jun Karla Lentz 

 05-Jun Maya Breitfeld 

 07-Jun Elizabeth Köpke 

 09-Jun Kai Burgdorf-Fowie 

 12-Jun Nicolas Sternberg 

 13-Jun Sheldine Septoe 

 18-Jun Jordan Mächtle 

 19-Jun Barbara Rath 

 21-Jun Anthea Daniels 

 21-Jun Isa Kerstin Brand 

 21-Jun Janine Wright 

 21-Jun Kyle Angloher 

 21-Jun Lynn Cairncross 

 29-Jun Anja Spiske 

 30-Jun Otto Bülbring 

01-Jul Linda Jachens 

06-Jul Christel Schädler 

10-Jul Kadean Daniels 

10-Jul Phil Gareth van Rensburg 

12-Jul Eva Rudolph 

16-Jul Hans Schaberg 

18-Jul Dorle Kussing 

18-Jul Elisabeth Wagner 

20-Jul Bernd Mächtle 

29-Jul Desmond Fillis 

29-Jul Doreen Stocklose 

31-Jul Lionel Sonnenberger 
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Jesus war hinten im Boot und 
schlief auf einem Kissen. Und die 
Jünger weckten Jesus auf und 
sprachen zu ihm: Meister, fragst du 
nichts danach, dass wir umkom-
men? Und er stand auf und be-
drohte den Wind und sprach zu 
dem Meer: 
Schweig! Ver-
stumme! Und 
der Wind leg-
te sich, und es 
ward eine 
große Stille. 
Markus 4, 38+39  
In der Geschichte von der Sturm-
stillung berührt dieser Satz beson-
ders: “Fragst du nicht nach uns?“ 
Darin drückt sich der Schmerz und 
das Entsetzen aus, dass keiner da 
ist, der hört, keiner dem wir am 
Herzen liegen. Wir fühlen uns allein 
in den Stürmen unseres Lebens. 
Wir schreien, und da ist keine Ant-
wort. Unser Leben ist bedroht: die 
Selbstverständlichkeit, dass wir 
uns auf unseren Körper, unser Ge-
dächtnis und unsere Sprache ver-
lassen können, ist plötzlich weg. 
Eine Freundschaft, eine Bezie-
hung, eine Ehe zerbricht. Der Kon-
takt zu den Kindern reißt ab, oder 
die Kinder sind selbst abgereist in 
ein anderes Land, um ein besseres 
Leben für sich und ihre eigenen 
Kinder zu suchen und aufzubauen. 
Der Arbeitsplatz ist in Gefahr oder 
verloren. Der geliebte Mensch an 
unserer Seite liegt im Grab. Wer 

fragt danach? Wer kümmert sich 
darum? Wer hört?  
Aber diese Geschichte vom Sturm 
geht weiter. Gott wandelt nicht un-
berührt von unserer Angst und Not 
in himmlischen Gefilden. Gott ist 
Mensch geworden. Er hört jeden 
Seufzer und jeden Schrei, er 
sieht jede Träne und jeden Trop-
fen Blut. Der Bibeltext stellt eine 
Verbindung her zwischen Jesus, 
dem Vorbild der Ruhe und Zuver-
sicht, und uns, unserer Angst und 
Zaghaftigkeit. Wir sollen erkennen, 
dass es einen festen Grund gibt, 
von dem aus wir die Stürme in un-
serem Leben ertragen und sinnvoll 
verarbeiten können. Manchmal be-
deutet das, dass wir uns den Wel-
len entgegenwerfen und uns in die 
Tiefe des stürmischen Wassers 
mitziehen lassen, um diesen festen 
Grund zu finden. Wir sollen nicht 
starr vor Angst an den Wellen 
zerbrechen. Wenn wir ständig an 
der Oberfläche bleiben und nicht 
bereit sind auch Mal in unsere Tie-
fen hinunter zu gehen, sind wir in 
der Gefahr, dass die Wellen uns 
auseinanderreißen. Der feste 
Grund unseres Lebens ist nicht an 
der Oberfläche zu finden, sondern 
in den Tiefen. Dieser feste Grund 
ist Jesus Christus selbst, der in die 
tiefsten Tiefen unseres Mensch-
seins und unserer Schmerzen hin-
abgestiegen ist, um gerade dort 
unser fester Grund zu sein.                                                                                 
Der Glaube sagt mir: Er ist immer 

Was Frau Pastorin am Herzen liegt 
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Was Frau Pastorin am Herzen liegt 

bei mir, auch wenn ich davon nichts 
spüren und meine, die Wellen sind 
meiner mächtig geworden. Er ist 
bei mir, auch wenn meine Seele 
von Angst erfüllt ist, auch wenn mir 
das Wasser bis zum Hals steht und 
die Wellen über mir zusammen-
schlagen. Er ist sogar dann bei mir, 
wenn ich untergehe!  
Diese Verse im Markusevangelium 
erinnern uns daran, dass in Zeiten, 
wenn Gottes Güte uns nicht so hell 
und klar vor Augen steht, 
Er immer noch da ist! Und daraus 
schöpfen wir die Kraft, uns von 
dem Glauben anrühren zu lassen: 
“Ich bin da. Ich lasse dich nicht 
umkommen.“  
Deshalb ist es wichtig, dass wir uns 
und anderen diese Geschichte im-
mer wieder bis zum Ende erzählen. 

Er ist der Grund, der uns festhält, 
der nach uns greift, wenn wir un-
tergehen und uns rechtzeitig immer 
wieder an die Luft bringt.  
Gebet: Guter Gott, manchmal 
schneidet es mir die Luft ab. Ich 
fühle mich jämmerlich. Es will mir 
der Schnauf ausgehen. Schenke 
mir dann eine Verschnaufpause, 
erquickenden Schlaf, einen geruh-
samen Sonntag. Amen.   

Joy and Sorrow  Freud und Leid 
As an adult, Rivka Rath 
was baptized in our 
church at the Divine 
Service on 13.05.2018. 
The congregation wel-
comed her as a bap-
tized member with cof-
fee and Cake. 
Aria Noël Thompson,  
daughter of the proud 
parents Linzi & Dale 
Thompson and brother 
Declan, will be 
baptized in the Divine 
Service on 10.06.2018 

Genia and Willie Lokotsch want to 
celebrate the rare occasion of a 
Diamond Wedding together with 
the congregation on  Sunday the 1st 
July 2018:   
Divine Service followed by a get-
together. All are kindly invited. 

 

 

 
 

 

This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you. (John 15:12) 

Baptismal  
Candles 
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Nachrichten aus dem Büro des Bischofs 

Zum Nachdenken 
Bei der Partnerschaftskonsultation 
des ELM° - welche unter dem Titel 
PMission und Vision 2030Q statt-
fand - verwendete Pastor M Thiel 
die Symbolik des Hoberman Sphä-
ren-Balls als Beispiel für die Erklä-
rung des Missionsauftrags des 
ELM im globalen Kontext. Der 
Hoberman Sphären-Ball, mit sei-
nen vielen Farben und seiner Fä-
higkeit, durch Bewegung sich aus-
zudehnen oder zu schrumpfen, 
dient als faszinierendes Beispiel,  
sich Gedanken zu machen über die 
Berufung aller zu Jüngern 
(Mat.28),  
Bei der ständigen Suche nach einer 
weltweiten Perspektive für eine re-
levante, christus-zentrierte Missi-
on, "dehnt sich" das ELM durch 
seine Partnerkirchen aus. Um dann 
aber die neuen Strategien zu inter-
nationalisieren, muss wieder 
"geschrumpft" werden. Das missi-
onarische Bestreben ist geprägt 
von einem kontinuierlichen öku-
menischen und kontextuellen Ler-
nen. Auf diese Weise prägt eine 
transformierende Jüngerschaft die 
Kirche.  
° Hermansburger Missionswerk,  

21.-28. April 2018 in Porto Alegre, 
Brasilien 

 

Die Schlüsselfrage für uns ist: wel-
che Rolle spielen wir als Gemeinde 
auf dieser Reise, auf die uns Gott 
führt? Welche Farben fügen wir 
hinzu, wenn wir uns ausstrecken 
und dann wieder zurückkehren, um 
wiederum zugerüstet und gestärkt 
zu werden, um wiederum hinaus-
zugehen. 
Partnership Missional Churches 

und “Listening Process” 
Im letzten Rundbrief wurde Bezug 
genommen auf die “6 Disruptive 
Missional Practices“. Diese bezwe-
cken für unser Kirche-sein neue 
Angewohnheiten zu erlernen .  
Viele Gemeinden haben sich aufs 
“Dwelling in the Word“ kon-
zentriert und sind dadurch geistlich 
gewachsen. Gott ernährt uns durch 
sein lebendiges Wort und rüstet 
uns als seine Jünger zu. 
Lasst uns nun mutig den nächsten 
Schritt machen und uns aufs 
“Dwelling in the World“ konzen-
trieren.  
Dazu ist die Zusammenarbeit mit 
anderen Gemeinden und Kirchen, 
in unserer Nähe, wichtig. Wir kön-
nen voneinander lernen, wenn wir 
gemeinsam fragen: was macht Gott 
in seiner und durch seine Kirche? 
Wen schickt Gott zu uns? Zu wem 
schickt er uns? Im gemeinsamen 
Fragen und Beten sind und bleiben 
wir der dienende Leib Christi. 
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Nachrichten aus dem Büro des Bischofs 

Bezirkskonferenz West   
Vikar Matome Sadiki hat das Zwei-
te Theologische Examen in der 
hannoverischen Landeskirche er-
folgreich abgelegt. Wir gratulieren 
ihm zu dieser Leistung. 
Die Familie wird Mitte Juni in Bell-
ville eintreffen. Er wird seinen 
Dienst im Juli in der Kreuzkirche 
beginnen. 
Matome soll am 22. Juli 2018 in 
Bellville ordiniert werden. Mehr In-
formationen dann näher zum Zeit-
punkt. 

ELKSA (Kapkirche)  
Wir haben eine neue Webpage: 
 http://dev.mistakenfortrees.co.za/
capechurch/  
Bitte benutzen Sie diese. 
Sollten Sie Fehler bemerken, oder 
einen Beitrag haben, dann melden 
Sie sich bitte bei 
 office@elcsacape.co.za  
Wir danken Elke Dunaiski für die 
tolle Leistung! 
 

Easter Market 2018 

What a special result for the Easter 
Market that almost didn’t happen. 
R23,597.00 (as per 30. April 18)
income is up there with the previ-
ous best in 2016. Eight weeks 
before so many people were not 
going to be available that it was 
almost called off.  
Without even a banner outside the 
Church and the normal PE Express 
article, there was very little mer-
chandise left over. The balance of 
baked goods and Easter goody 
specials were sold after Church the 
next day.  
A very big thank you to all who pit-
ched on the day and those who 
drove the production units at home 

like the German 
Cake Table with 
those expensive 
extravaganzas 
that keep peo-
ple coming back 
each year.  
Also up on last year was the Raffle 
& Coffee Stube.  
All the other tables were well done 
with special mentions to the Curry 
& Rice, Pickled Fish and German 
Sausages that I received many 
compliments for.  
The Easter Hamper Raffle was won 
by Sonja Savini.  
Geoff Andrews 
Convenor 
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Willkommen Vikarin Claudia Drese  

Leipzig und bearbeite-
te dort die Briefe Phi-
lipp Jakob Speners aus 
den Jahren 1682 und 
1683. Im letzten Jahr 
jedoch habe ich diese 
Stelle aufgegeben und 
mich entschieden, nun 
wirklich den Weg ins 
Pfarramt zu gehen. 
Als Kind hatte ich 

immer “Forscher“ werden wollen 
und die Wissenschaft hat mir über 
die Jahre viel Spaß gemacht, 
dennoch ist es für mich nun Zeit 
für etwas Neues. Da ich geboren 
wurde, als dieser Teil 
Deutschlands noch „sozialistisch“ 
war, bin ich erst als 18jährige 
evangelisch getauft worden und 
wollte dann Pfarrerin werden, weil 
mir das Wort Gottes damals so 
geholfen und mich meine 
damalige Gemeinde und deren 
Pfarrer so sehr beeindruckt haben. 
Bis ich selbst in „meinem“ Pfarr-
haus und „meiner“ Gemeinde an-
komme, werden noch ein paar 
Jahre ins Land gehen und ich freue 
mich, dass ich in dieser Zeit unter 
anderem bei Ihnen sein darf. Ich 
freue mich auf neue Horizonte und 
frische Erfahrungen, auf ein Land, 
welches ich bis jetzt nur aus dem 
Fernsehen kenne und vor allem 
freue ich mich auf seine Men-
schen! 
 

Hallo,  
ich bin Claudia und bis 
Anfang August Gast in Ih-
rer Gemeinde. Ich freue 
mich sehr, dass Sie mich 
für diese Zeit aufnehmen 
und möchte kurz ein biss-
chen über mich erzählen: 
Ich wurde 1981 in der 
kleinen Stadt Bernburg im 
Osten Deutschlands 
geboren, die heute zum Bundesland 
Sachsen-Anhalt gehört.    
In meiner Freizeit lese ich gern, fo-
tografiere oder mache Musik 
(Gitarre). 
Nach dem Abitur im Jahr 2000 habe 
ich in Halle (Saale) und in Jena 
Evangelische Theologie studiert. Zu 
Beginn des Studiums war mein kla-
res Ziel, Pfarrerin in meiner Anhal-
tischen Landeskirche zu werden, ei-
ner kleinen, fast familiären Landes-
kirche in der Mitte Sachsen-
Anhalts. Während des Studiums 
entdeckte ich aber die Wissen-
schaft, speziell die Kirchen-
geschichte und die Pietismus For-
schung, und so blieb ich nach mei-
nem Examen an der Universität Hal-
le-Wittenberg als Mitarbeiterin an 
der Theologischen Fakultät und un-
terrichtete die jüngeren Studie-
renden im Fach Kirchengeschichte. 
2011 wechselte ich dann in ein Edi-
tionsprojekt der Sächsischen Aka-
demie der Wissenschaften zu 
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 Welcome Vicar Claudia Drese   

Hello, 
I am Claudia and until the beginning 
of August I am a guest in your 
congregation. I am very glad that 
you welcome me for this time and 
would like to tell a little bit about me: 
I was born in 1981 in the small town 
of Bernburg in Eastern Germany, 
which today belongs to the state of 
Saxony-Anhalt. 
In my spare time I like to read, to 
take photos or to make music 
(guitar). 
After graduation in 2000, I studied 
Protestant theology in Halle (Saale) 
and Jena. At the beginning of my 
studies, my clear goal was to 
become a pastor in my State Church 
(Anhaltische Landeskirche), a small, 
state church, almost like a family in 
the middle of Saxony-Anhalt. During 
my studies, however, I discovered 
science, especially church history 
and Pietism research, so after my 
exams at the University of Halle-
Wittenberg I remained associate at 
the Faculty of Theology and taught 
the new students in church history. 
In 2011 I moved to an editing project 
of the Saxon Academy of Sciences in 
Leipzig, where I edited Philipp 
Jakob Spener's letters from 1682 
and 1683. Last year, however, I gave 
up this post and I made the decision,  
to become a pastor in a congre-
gation. 
As a child, I always wanted to be-

come a "researcher" and science 
has been a lot of fun over the years, 
but for me it's time for something 
new. As I was born in this part of 
Germany at a time when it was  still 
"socialist", I was baptized at the 
age of 18 and at that time I  wanted 
to become a pastor, because the 
word of God helped me so much 
and I was  impressed by the con-
gregation and  its pastor. 
Until I arrive at "my" parish house 
and "my" church, a few more years 
will pass on and I am glad that I can 
be with you during this time. I am 
looking forward to new horizons 
and fresh experiences, and to  a 
country that I only know from tele-
vision. But mostly I am looking for-
ward to its people! 
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Theological Training 
Lay Preacher’s Training 

Dear friends!  
We would like to revive the lay 
preacher training of our church 
and encourage all of you who are 
lay preachers or would like to be-
come lay preachers in our church 
to join in the training sessions in 
your area that are coming up soon!   
If the term “lay preacher” scares 
you a little bit – do not fear! If you 
have the desire to grow in your 
faith and in knowledge about the 
Bible and Lutheran Theology, you 
are most welcome to also attend 
these training weekends. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to learn 
more about and grow in faith to-
gether with others. Please fill in 
the enrolment form if you are in-
terested.  
Kind regards, Pastor Anja  
Training PE: Sa 15.09.18, 9:00–12:00 

 
 
 

 
UELCSA - Fulltime Ministry  

The University of Stellenbosch is 
the preferred institution of training 
for ministry. If you are interested 
to become a Lutheran Minister, 
please contact Pastor Anja or 
Bishop Gilbert Filter. May many 
students enrol to be equipped for 
fulltime ministry.  

 
UELCSA: United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern 
Africa  

Lutheran theological education  
for everyone called to serve 

The LWF  is taking steps towards 
creating a network to strengthen 
theological education and formation 
across the LWF. The network would 
look at ways of increasing access to 

theological education for anyone 
called to serve in lay or ordained 
ministry. In some countries, educa-
tion was too expensive or unavaila-
ble to students, while in others, the-
ology institutions lacked resources 
or failed to attract enough students 
and professors. Other barriers in-
cluded working in diverse languages 
and different systems of accredita-
tion. Solutions could include setting 
up digital platforms to share re-
sources, student exchanges or fac-
ulty exchanges. “We have the ex-
pertise and resources out there - 
educators, theological institutes, 
member churches who know their 
own ministry needs. We also have 
many fruitful bilateral and ecu-
menical partnerships within the 
LWF. But we need to have a global 
platform for creating a multilateral 
space where everyone can share 
their needs and available resources 
for education. This is the kind of role 
the LWF can play at a global level.” 
said Rev Dr Chad Rimmer 
LWF Study Secretary for Lutheran Theology,  


